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·1· · · · · · · · P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

·2· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · (1:03 p.m.)

·3· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· Good afternoon.· On

·4· ·behalf of Colleen Green, Director of the D.C.

·5· ·Department of Housing and Community Development,

·6· ·I'd like to thank you for joining the District of

·7· ·Columbia's Public Hearing for Fiscal Year 2026

·8· ·Annual Action Plan. This document is required by

·9· ·the· U.S.· Department· of· Housing· and· Urban

10· ·Development so that the District may receive its

11· ·Fiscal· Year· 2026,· allocation· of· community

12· ·planning and development funds.

13· · · · · · · ·Before we begin, I would like to

14· ·begin· to· thank· the· staff· from· DHCD,· the

15· ·Department of Human Services, the Department of

16· ·Health, the D.C. Public Housing Authority for

17· ·working together to write the action plan.

18· · · · · · · ·In· today's· public· hearing,· we're

19· ·going to go over the following agenda.· We're

20· ·going to go over -- I just did the opening and

21· ·introduction.· We're going to look at the Annual

22· ·Action Plan submission, look at the funding and
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·1· ·goals, we're going to conduct public testimony,

·2· ·and then we'll have some closing remarks.

·3· · · · · · · ·Before we go too far into discussion

·4· ·today, I wanted to just -- this is kind of a

·5· ·change in the slide.· I see some of you online or

·6· ·at the last public hearing and have been at many

·7· ·before and I thought it was important to kind of

·8· ·do a high-level overview of where the funds fall

·9· ·by District agencies.· So this is a District of

10· ·Columbia action plan.· The Department of Housing

11· ·and· ·Community· ·Development,· ·or· ·DHCD,· ·is

12· ·responsible for writing the plan with input from

13· ·our sister agencies and conducting the public

14· ·hearing.· But not all the money comes directly to

15· ·DHCD.· So DOH or D.C. Health, known as the

16· ·Department of Health, receives the HOPWA grant,

17· ·which is Housing Opportunities for Persons With

18· ·HIV and AIDS.· DCHA, D.C. Housing, better known

19· ·as the D.C. Housing Authority, they don't get

20· ·direct money from the action plan, but we are

21· ·required by HUD to include them in writing the

22· ·plan so that they can talk about public housing

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·and Section 8 which is found in the document

·2· ·online.

·3· · · · · · · ·Ourselves, DHCD, or Department of

·4· ·Housing and Community Development, we receive

·5· ·four grants from HUD.· We receive CDBG, Community

·6· ·Development Block Grant.· We receive the HOME

·7· ·program, HOME is the Home Investment Partnerships

·8· ·Program; the National Housing Trust Program, or

·9· ·HTF; and RHP, the Recovery Housing Program.· And

10· ·then finally, the Department of Human Services,

11· ·or DHS, they administer the ESG program, which is

12· ·the Emergency Solutions Grant program and its

13· ·funding administers for persons living without a

14· ·home.

15· · · · · · · ·As· I· mentioned,· today's· public

16· ·hearing is about the submission of the Fiscal

17· ·Year 2026 Annual Action Plan.· The Annual Action

18· ·Plan is part of a five year consolidated plan,

19· ·and the action plan provides a concise summary of

20· ·actions and activities that the District will

21· ·undertake· to· send· federal· and· non-federal

22· ·resources.· We, in the action plan, identify
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·1· ·specific goals and activities that will be funded

·2· ·through that year and the funding sources and the

·3· ·amounts that will be identified by projects and

·4· ·activities.· And today, the next couple of

·5· ·slides, we'll go over those goals and activities

·6· ·that we will be funding.

·7· · · · · · · ·Before· an· action· plan· can· be

·8· ·submitted· to· HUD,· we· must· have· a· citizen

·9· ·participation.· · We· ask· the· citizens· to

10· ·participate in a Needs Assessment Hearing and

11· ·Comment Period, which we held in March and early

12· ·April.· We then drafted the action plan based on

13· ·the needs that we heard.· We also then held an

14· ·action plan public hearing in late July, and a

15· ·second one today.· We will submit this plan by

16· ·August 16th to HUD.

17· · · · · · · ·Next, we will discuss the goals that

18· ·are outlined in this year's action plan.· We will

19· ·look· to· preserve· the· existing· supply· of

20· ·affordable housing, expand the affordable housing

21· ·stock, strengthen homeownership, tenancy among

22· ·households, prevent and end homelessness, and
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·1· ·foster small and local business development.· In

·2· ·addition, Department of Health will look to help

·3· ·people living with HIV to live independently

·4· ·without stigma, provide intermediate, temporary

·5· ·housing assistance to homeless persons living

·6· ·with HIV; expand housing available to persons

·7· ·living with HIV, assist persons living with HIV

·8· ·to reach viral suppression and retain care by

·9· ·providing housing as a social determinant of

10· ·health, prevent single parents living with HIV

11· ·from· ·losing· ·depending· ·children· ·due· ·to

12· ·homelessness, and develop housing resources for

13· ·persons living with HIV.

14· · · · · · · ·Over the course of the school year

15· ·2026, the District anticipates utilizing over $80

16· ·million, in federal allocation for the goals that

17· ·were just identified.· Approximately $15 million

18· ·will come directly into the CDBG program, $40

19· ·million into a Section 108 loan, $12 million to

20· ·HOPWA, $5.8 million through HOME, $3.1 million

21· ·through HTF, $1.6 million through RHP, and $1.3

22· ·million through ESG.
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·1· · · · · · · ·For CDBG, we are looking at funding

·2· ·the· proposed· activities:· · administration,

·3· ·rehabilitation· · of· · affordable· · housing,

·4· ·Homeownership· ·Purchase· ·Assistance· ·Program,

·5· ·housing counseling, and small business technical

·6· ·assistance.

·7· · · · · · · ·For Section 108, we're looking at

·8· ·rehabilitating affordable housing.· For HOPWA,

·9· ·Department of Health is looking at facility-based

10· ·housing· ·operations,· ·tenant· ·based· ·rental

11· ·assistance,· short· term· rent,· mortgage,· and

12· ·utility assistance, facility-based development

13· ·supportive services, permanent housing placement,

14· ·resource ID, and providing housing information.

15· · · · · · · ·For the HOME program, we will be

16· ·investing the money in affordable housing through

17· ·community housing development organizations and

18· ·assisting· with· the· Homeownership· Purchase

19· ·Assistance Program.

20· · · · · · · ·The Department of Human Services is

21· ·looking to fund the Rapid Rehousing Program and

22· ·shelter operations.· The Housing Trust Fund,
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·1· ·which is a unique program designed to assist

·2· ·households earning 30 percent or less of the Area

·3· ·Median Income, will be used to develop affordable

·4· ·housing.· And the Recovery Housing Program, or

·5· ·RHP, is a relatively new program that is going to

·6· ·be· used· to· provide· households· living· with

·7· ·substance use disorder for up to two years to

·8· ·receive· permanent· --· I'm· sorry,· to· receive

·9· ·assistance· in· the· areas· of· rental,· utility

10· ·assistance, and supportive services.· The HCD can

11· ·also use the money to acquire and rehab buildings

12· ·in order to house people and families who meet

13· ·the qualifications of the program.

14· · · · · · · ·If you're interested in looking at

15· ·the resources that lay out each of these funding

16· ·sources, this slide deck will be available online

17· ·and· the· hyperlinks· will· lead· you· to· the

18· ·documents.· So I listed the hyperlinks for the

19· ·consolidated plan, the Annual Action Plan, the

20· ·Housing Trust Fund Allocation Plan -- which is

21· ·tied directly to the Qualification Allocation

22· ·Plan, the QAP -- the Recovery Housing Program
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·1· ·Action Plan, and the 26th Amendment to the RHP

·2· ·Action Plan.· So you can see all the documents in

·3· ·detail online.

·4· · · · · · · ·Before· we· turn· over· to· public

·5· ·testimony, because it is a lot of information in

·6· ·a short amount of time, I'd like to give people a

·7· ·few moments to ask any specific questions about

·8· ·what I have covered before we go into testimony.

·9· ·So if anybody has a question, please let me know.

10· ·Please raise your hand in the audience or online

11· ·press the raise your hand button.

12· · · · · · · ·Simon?

13· · · · · · · ·MR. WENTZELL:· Thanks, Kelly-Ann.

14· ·Simon Wentzell, Legal Aid D.C.· I did have· one

15· ·question which is based on the slides you just

16· ·presented.· You said there was $3.1 million

17· ·allocated for the Housing Trust Fund, but what I

18· ·had in my notes which was prior testified about

19· ·was that there's just $2 million in the Housing

20· ·Trust Fund being allocated this next year.· Can

21· ·you clarify that?

22· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· Absolutely.· And thank
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·1· ·you for catching that.· So the 3.1 is the '26

·2· ·allocation.· We will be carrying over from the

·3· ·previous year an additional $3 million.· So there

·4· ·will be, you are correct, there will be a total

·5· ·of $6 million roughly going into next year that

·6· ·will be available.

·7· · · · · · · ·MR. WENTZELL:· Thanks so much.

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· You're welcome.· Any

·9· ·other questions?

10· · · · · · · ·Yes, sir?

11· · · · · · · ·MR. LYKOS:· My name's James Lykos.

12· ·You have a $40 million allocation there to

13· ·rehabilitate public housing from what I saw, but

14· ·it structures a loan guarantee, I think, on one

15· ·of the other slides.· Could you talk a little bit

16· ·more about that?· Is the $40 million your subsidy

17· ·for a much larger envelope under guarantee or is

18· ·the $40 million just for the total guarantee

19· ·amount?

20· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· The $40 million is

21· ·guarantee amount and if it was stated for public

22· ·housing, then I made an error in the slide.· It
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·1· ·is for -- it is not for public housing.· It is

·2· ·for affordable housing.

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. LYKOS:· I'm sorry.

·4· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· No, no, no.· That's

·5· ·okay, but CBBG can be used for public housing,

·6· ·but in this particular case, it is not being used

·7· ·for that.· So it is $40 million of a loan

·8· ·guarantee from HUD.

·9· · · · · · · ·And if you want, you can come up and

10· ·take my card.· We talked about the projects that

11· ·were being considered last October and so there's

12· ·some· more· information· on· line· for· the· 108

13· ·Program.

14· · · · · · · ·Vic,· would· you· like· to· ask  a

15· ·question?

16· · · · · · · ·MS. GONCALVES:· How would a project

17· ·be able to combine CDBG funds, Housing Production

18· ·funds, and funds, for example, for HOPWA or other

19· ·-- or funds from other agencies?

20· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· That is more of a

21· ·complicated question -- or answer to a question.

22· ·That would require a longer discussion because

https://nealrgross.com/


·1· ·you're talking about three independent agencies.

·2· ·So what I would prefer to do is put my name and

·3· ·number· into· the· chat· and· we· can· have  a

·4· ·conversation offline.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. GONCALVES:· Sounds good.· Thank

·6· ·you.

·7· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· You're welcome.· Any

·8· ·other questions?

·9· · · · · · · ·All right.· So we're going to start

10· ·with public testimony.· Everyone who would like

11· ·to speak will have three minutes to speak.· At

12· ·the one-minute mark, we will let you know that

13· ·you have a minute left.· The way I think everyone

14· ·that's in the room -- everyone looks familiar to

15· ·me, so raise your hand, unmute yourself, if

16· ·you're online, and when your name is called, you

17· ·have three minutes to begin speaking.

18· · · · · · · ·I do have a list of people who signed

19· ·up to testify that I will go through first, and

20· ·then I will call people in the room and then

21· ·follow up.· If you want to prepare to speak and

22· ·you're online, if you raise your hand, your hand
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·1· ·will get a number and you'll know what number you

·2· ·are when I look at the online hands.

·3· · · · · · · ·First, I'm going to begin with Ms.

·4· ·Buller.· Are you online or in the room?

·5· · · · · · · ·Alma· Lot,· Autumn· Dravy,· Charles

·6· ·Hopkins,· Commissioner· Kelly· Williams,· Diana

·7· ·Hulture,· Eshawn· Waney,· Ella· Radwick,· Gloria

·8· ·Prince, Jamie High, Conneta Knight, Leon Peace,

·9· ·Rashell Cooper, Mariam Citivy, Marie Deckoo,

10· ·Markaya Tyler, Roshelle Ellison, Regina McNair,

11· ·Renee Williams, Ronald Coles.

12· · · · · · · ·MR. COLES:· Yes, I just wanted to

13· ·give you guys kudos for all the work that you've

14· ·been doing.· I'm a vendor, and I worked on the

15· ·James· Creek· renovation· project· and· it· went

16· ·exceptionally well, on behalf of all the other

17· ·subs and contractors and DHCD did a tremendous

18· ·job.· So I just wanted to commend you guys and

19· ·all the work that you're doing.

20· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· Thank you very much.

21· · · · · · · ·MR. COLES:· Also, can I ask one

22· ·questions?
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·1· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· Yes.

·2· · · · · · · ·MR. COLES:· So my family owns a six

·3· ·unit· apartment· building· located· in· Trinidad

·4· ·Northeast on O Street.· And I know a lot of the

·5· ·PADD funds and the CDBG funds goes towards

·6· ·affordable housing, so what my father wants to do

·7· ·is to make the apartment complex into affordable

·8· ·housing· units.· · So· would· there· be· any

·9· ·availability of funds or being able to get some

10· ·funds from the CDBG or any other streams of

11· ·funding that DHCD has?

12· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· It's similar to the

13· ·other question.· I will need to answer that

14· ·offline because it's a longer answer to the

15· ·question.· So there's a process and an RFP

16· ·process.· So what I will do is provide you with a

17· ·card since you're in the room and we will be able

18· ·to get you a more complete answer.

19· · · · · · · ·MR. COLES:· Absolutely.· Thank you.

20· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· You're welcome.· Thank

21· ·you.· And thank you for those kind words.· Our

22· ·team does all the compliance for Davis-Bacon, so
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·1· ·we're very appreciative of your kind words.

·2· · · · · · · ·Simon, did you want to speak?

·3· · · · · · · ·MR. WENTZELL:· Yes.· Thank you so

·4· ·much.

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· You're welcome.

·6· · · · · · · ·MR. WENTZELL:· One moment while I

·7· ·pull my comments up.· It's so slow.

·8· · · · · · · ·So good afternoon.· As I mentioned

·9· ·earlier, my name is Simon Wentzell.· I live in

10· ·Ward 1, and I'm a staff attorney at Legal Aid DC

11· ·their housing unit.· Our housing practice works

12· ·for stable, affordable housing for D.C. tenants.

13· ·And· I· really· appreciate· the· opportunity· to

14· ·provide testimony today on the three areas that

15· ·Legal Aid addressed at the needs assessment as

16· ·you mentioned earlier this year.

17· · · · · · · ·Legal Aid sees the AAP as crucial to

18· ·helping low income District residents in three

19· ·ways.· First, ensuring deeply affordable housing

20· ·is preserved and built; stabilizing and improving

21· ·D.C.'s stock of naturally affordable, occurring

22· ·affordable housing, and preventing homelessness
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·1· ·by providing relief to tenants.

·2· · · · · · · ·The AAP is an incredible opportunity

·3· ·to help all D.C. residents, but as we mentioned,

·4· ·I think need assessment -- we ask that DHCD

·5· ·ensure that the deeply affordable housing is

·6· ·being preserved and built and really emphasized.

·7· · · · · · · ·Of course, as many of you know,

·8· ·affordable housing, 80 percent of AMI, Area

·9· ·Median Income, while deeply affordable housing is

10· ·for housing is affordable tenants who make 30

11· ·percent of that income.

12· · · · · · · ·As· I· asked· about· the· draft· AAP

13· ·allocates -- has put $2 million from the Housing

14· ·Trust Fund to create units that are extremely --

15· ·that are affordable for extremely low income

16· ·families and as indicated on the AAP, that it

17· ·will· create· 14· estimate· units.· · I· realize

18· ·estimated is important here.· I want to just

19· ·highlight that the same estimated 14 units was

20· ·the number from last year's allocation and I can

21· ·understand based on my question earlier that was

22· ·simply new funding, new year.· But if there is
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·1· ·some other reason if that be increase in costs,

·2· ·due to affordability, we'd love to know what that

·3· ·kind of implication is.

·4· · · · · · · ·Next, I want to address the need to

·5· ·stabilize· and· really· improve· the· naturally

·6· ·affordable· housing· in· the· District.· · Most

·7· ·naturally affordable housing, so housing that is

·8· ·affordable without a subsidy, is due to the rent

·9· ·control regime that applies to housing built

10· ·prior to 1980.· As we get farther and farther

11· ·from that date, the rent control properties that

12· ·are affordable are aging and they're falling into

13· ·disrepair.· So many tenants don't have a choice

14· ·for· affordable· housing· that's· substandard

15· ·housing.

16· · · · · · · ·The 2022 to 2026 consolidated plan,

17· ·recommends the importance of having safe housing

18· ·by creating a goal of ensuring housing stock is

19· ·safe, healthy, and accessible.· Unfortunately,

20· ·this AAP does not include any funding on that

21· ·goal to ensure that housing is healthy, safe, and

22· ·accessible.
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·1· · · · · · · ·Furthermore, this current draft AAP

·2· ·actually allocates less funding to preserve the

·3· ·supply of affordable housing altogether.· Last

·4· ·year's AAP had $5 million, approximately, from a

·5· ·community development block grant to preserve

·6· ·affordable housing.· That was cut from this

·7· ·draft.· Now there's really only the Section 108

·8· ·loan guarantee program to ensure that there is

·9· ·affordable stock of housing is preserved, not

10· ·just created.· And without that funding, more and

11· ·more people will be priced out of their homes.

12· · · · · · · ·Finally, at the new assessment, we

13· ·encourage· DHCD· to· prevent· homelessness· by

14· ·allocating funding to provide financial relief to

15· ·tenants who are behind on their rent.· At the

16· ·time· we· have· a· need· for· increased· rental

17· ·assistance due to the likelihood of an economic

18· ·downturn in the near future which everybody has

19· ·seen the news that's a --

20· · · · · · · ·We're· also· seeing· the· need· for

21· ·increase assistance for rising utility bills.

22· ·Paying utilities is a condition of many tenants'
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·1· ·leases and thus, if they fall behind on their

·2· ·utilities, they can be evicted.· The programs

·3· ·that· already· exist· to· provide· financial

·4· ·assistance are not available for many tenants

·5· ·because only the direct customer of a utility can

·6· ·participate and LIHEAP or the District Utility

·7· ·Discount Program.· However, many tenants are

·8· ·charged· utility· fees· by· their· landlord· or

·9· ·third-party· building· company.· · They· cannot

10· ·participate in LIHEAP and thus cannot get any

11· ·sort of financial assistance as water, gas,

12· ·electricity rates are to soar in the area.

13· · · · · · · ·And· so· with· those· rising· costs

14· ·without any sort of financial assistance, we're

15· ·concerned· that· more· and· more· tenants· will

16· ·unfortunately be evicted from their homes.· So

17· ·while we are encouraged by some aspects and we

18· ·wish for more in others, we look forward to

19· ·having the actual impact, have the money be out

20· ·there, and look forward to working with DHCD on

21· ·future efforts to ensure that there is affordable

22· ·housing for tenants.· Thank you so much.
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·1· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· Thank you very much.· If

·2· ·you, when you have a moment, will you please

·3· ·submit your formal testimony either directly to

·4· ·me or to the OPM email?

·5· · · · · · · ·MR. WENTZELL:· Yes.· There will be

·6· ·formal,· well· established,· written· testimony

·7· ·coming shortly.

·8· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· Thank you.· I do want to

·9· ·address one part.· The safety and sanitary also

10· ·that may have been taken out of the AAP, that's a

11· ·basic responsibility of the funding, just so you

12· ·know.· So it's in the statute.

13· · · · · · · ·MR. WENTZELL:· Thank you.

14· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· Okay. Perfect.· Thomas

15· ·Smith.

16· · · · · · · ·Tyrell Holcomb.· All right.

17· · · · · · · ·MR. HOLCOMB:· Hi. Good afternoon.· My

18· ·name is Tyrell Holcomb and I serve as Vice

19· ·President of External Affairs at Jubilee Housing.

20· ·Thank you for this opportunity to be here today

21· ·and offer testimony on the FY 26 Annual Action

22· ·Plan.· For over 50 years, Jubilee Housing has
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·1· ·provided deeply affordable housing and on-site

·2· ·services in neighborhoods where families can

·3· ·grow,· children· can· thrive,· and· residents,

·4· ·regardless of income, can access opportunity.

·5· ·Our approach is rooted in a belief that every

·6· ·person deserves to live in a community with

·7· ·access to what makes life stable, joyful, and

·8· ·full of possibility.

·9· · · · · · · ·We encouraged by the priorities laid

10· ·out in this plan.· Continued investments through

11· ·the Community Development Block Grant, HOME, and

12· ·the National Housing Trust Fund is essential.

13· ·These are the resources that make our work

14· ·possible, especially as we focus on residents at

15· ·or below 30 percent of the Area Median Income.

16· ·That's the level where the need is most urgent

17· ·and where the public good is greatest.

18· · · · · · · ·We support the goals to preserve 1200

19· ·units and produce 1000 more, but we know it's not

20· ·just about hitting production numbers.· It's

21· ·about who the units serve and where they are

22· ·located.· · The· city· must· stay· committed· to
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·1· ·producing housing that truly serves families most

·2· ·at risk of displacement.· That means more units

·3· ·at the 30 percent AMI level, more multi-bedroom

·4· ·homes,· ·and· ·more· ·properties· ·placed· ·in

·5· ·neighborhoods that have historically excluded

·6· ·affordable housing.

·7· · · · · · · ·We're especially aligned with the

·8· ·plan's emphasis on equitable distribution.· Too

·9· ·often, deeply affordable housing is concentrated

10· ·in just a few parts of the city.· If we want to

11· ·interrupt cycles of poverty, we need to stop

12· ·clustering struggle.· Equity looks like a family

13· ·being· ·able· ·to· ·choose· ·a· ·home· ·near· ·a

14· ·high-performing school, a grocery store, a safe

15· ·park, and reliable transportation without needing

16· ·to win a housing lottery to get there.

17· · · · · · · ·Preservation also matters, not just

18· ·preserving affordability on paper, but investing

19· ·in the physical quality of buildings ensuring

20· ·that residents live in safe, healthy conditions

21· ·and· supporting· community-rooted· organizations

22· ·that have the trust to do this work with the care
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·1· ·and intention.· This is not just about housing

·2· ·units, it's about people and their sense of

·3· ·stability and dignity.

·4· · · · · · · ·We're also glad to see the continuous

·5· ·focus· ·on· ·sustainability,· ·green· ·building

·6· ·standards,· ·energy· ·efficiency,· ·and· ·solar

·7· ·requirements all move us in the right direction.

·8· ·But the truth is smaller nonprofits like Jubilee

·9· ·need real support to meet these goals.· We ask

10· ·that the same level of investment follows these

11· ·acts so we're not forced to choose between

12· ·building green and serving low-income residents.

13· · · · · · · ·The plan also names that barriers

14· ·that far too many of us know too well:· the cost

15· ·of construction, the permitting delays, and the

16· ·challenge of pulling together funding from many

17· ·different· sources.· · That's· the· reality· for

18· ·community-based developers who are asking for

19· ·relief, not to cut corners, but to move with

20· ·urgency this moment demands.· Waived fees, better

21· ·coordination· · with· · DCRA· · and· · stronger

22· ·pre-development tools would go a long way.
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·1· · · · · · · ·We· want· to· uplift· the· specific

·2· ·mention of housing or returning citizens and

·3· ·people reentering community.· At Jubilee, we run

·4· ·transitional· ·and· ·supportive· ·housing· ·for

·5· ·individuals coming home from incarceration.· So

·6· ·we know firsthand the difference that a stable,

·7· ·supportive place to land can make.· The city must

·8· ·continue to back this work, not as a side

·9· ·program, but as a public safety strategy, as a

10· ·commitment to equity and as a moral obligation.

11· · · · · · · ·Lastly,· we· believe· housing· is

12· ·foundational for young people and families.· If a

13· ·child doesn't have a stable place to live,

14· ·nothing else including school, health, or safety

15· ·can take root.· We need more coordination between

16· ·housing agencies and those focused on education,

17· ·out· of· school· time· programs,· and· youth

18· ·development.· No family should have to choose

19· ·between stable housing and access to resources

20· ·that help children succeed.

21· · · · · · · ·In· closing,· this· plan· reflects

22· ·thoughtful plans, but our communities need more
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·1· ·than plans.· They need action.· Jubilee is

·2· ·committed to being a part of that work.· We are

·3· ·clear what justice requires and we remain hopeful

·4· ·about what's possible when we center the voices

·5· ·and needs of those too often left out.· Thank

·6· ·you.

·7· · · · · · · ·MS.· MORROW:· · Thank· you· and  I

·8· ·apologize for the feedback.· I'm not sure -- it

·9· ·must be my mic.· Thank you very much.· Would you

10· ·please submit your formal testimony to us.· We

11· ·would appreciate it.· Thank you very much.

12· · · · · · · ·That· · concluded· · those· · that

13· ·pre-registered to speak.· Is anybody in the

14· ·audience?· Would anyone else like to speak?

15· · · · · · · ·MS. Banner:· Hey, I'm Amelia Banner.

16· ·I want to speak on behalf of -- I work for

17· ·substance abuse clinic and also I want to speak

18· ·on behalf of myself.· I do work with clients that

19· ·substance abuse and in the last year, it's been

20· ·actually very hard and they've been -- the door

21· ·is being closed in their face to actually get

22· ·themselves together.· And they are being denied
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·1· ·funding.· They've been denied apartments and

·2· ·things like that which is bad for the community

·3· ·because we're trying to clean it up outside.

·4· · · · · · · ·Also, on behalf of myself, I'm a

·5· ·person with mental health.· I do suffer from ADHD

·6· ·and some things I can't help.· Sometimes I do

·7· ·fall into a depression and it's kind of hard to

·8· ·kind of pick myself up when I'm behind on rent or

·9· ·not able to get any type of funding for help.· So

10· ·that's all I want to say.· Thank you.

11· · · · · · · ·MS.· MORROW:· · Thank· you.· · Would

12· ·anybody else like to speak from the audience?

13· · · · · · · ·All right, then I'm going to turn to

14· ·those that are online.

15· · · · · · · ·Abby, would you like to go first?

16· ·Yes, Abby, please unmute yourself and you have

17· ·three minutes to provide your testimony.

18· · · · · · · ·MS. ROSKIND:· Sorry about that.  I

19· ·was having difficulty unmuting myself.

20· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· No problem.

21· · · · · · · ·MS. ROSKIND:· Can you hear me?· Yes,

22· ·you can.· Okay, great.
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·1· · · · · · · ·My name is Abby Roskind.· I live in

·2· ·Ward 5 in Bloomingdale.· I'm a homeowner there.

·3· ·And· I· apologize· ahead· of· time· for· this

·4· ·potentially being the wrong forum for bringing up

·5· ·this information, but I was referred to DHCD by

·6· ·DCRA because of the condominium structural defect

·7· ·warranty claim that you guys operate and help

·8· ·with.· I just became aware of the agency so this

·9· ·is my first time getting involved with DHCD, so I

10· ·apologize if this is something that is not for

11· ·this forum, but I believe it will be.

12· · · · · · · ·So my condo building has been dealing

13· ·with a number of issues relating to poorly

14· ·installed piping, electrical issues, having the

15· ·developer add their other development projects on

16· ·to our PEPCO account, that sort of thing.· And I

17· ·am weighing legal action, reaching out to people

18· ·talking to them about similar instances that

19· ·they've· ·experienced· ·with· ·this· ·particular

20· ·developer.· The code inspection, the woman who I

21· ·spoke said that while she was at DCRA, she had

22· ·been involved with seven or cases with him and
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·1· ·then outside of DCRA, she had been involved with

·2· ·another seven or eight cases in the private

·3· ·industry.

·4· · · · · · · ·And I guess my question and what I'm

·5· ·wondering about is is this something that DHCD

·6· ·would be a part of?· Because in my thinking about

·7· ·it, community development is, of course, making

·8· ·sure that apartment buildings, homes, things like

·9· ·that that are being developed and renovated with

10· ·the District are up to code and they are actually

11· ·safe places for people to live and developers are

12· ·not being able to skirt the rules and fly by the

13· ·seat of their pants and be able to get permits

14· ·from DOB where they're not filling out the

15· ·general contractor's license numbers and the

16· ·subcontractors' license numbers and then having

17· ·homeowners having to deal with that and that's on

18· ·the back side of it.

19· · · · · · · ·So I'm wondering if that is part of

20· ·the allocations, or if there is a program· other

21· ·than that structural defect warranty claim in

22· ·which you operate or you help provide assistance
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·1· ·with these types of things?

·2· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· Thank you for your

·3· ·comments.· What we would like to do, Lionell and

·4· ·I would like for you to email us and we will put

·5· ·you in touch with the correct manager for the

·6· ·issue that you're describing.

·7· · · · · · · ·MS.· ROSKIND:· · Thank· you.· · I

·8· ·appreciate it.

·9· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· My pleasure.· Would

10· ·anyone else on line like to speak?· Please raise

11· ·the hand in the upper tab or ribbon of the

12· ·screen.

13· · · · · · · ·If you are unsure how to do that, you

14· ·can also just speak up if you want to speak.

15· · · · · · · ·All right, hearing none, then I'm

16· ·going to close the public hearing.· If you have

17· ·more that you'd like to add, you can do so by one

18· ·of· the· following· methods.· · You· can· email

19· ·opm.questions@dc.gov.· · You· can· also· call

20· ·202/442-7242 and either leave a message with your

21· ·comments, my apologies, or speak to Ms. Hall who

22· ·will answer that phone.
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·1· · · · · · · ·You can also write to Director Green

·2· ·at D.C. Department of Housing and Community

·3· ·Development, 1909 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue

·4· ·Southeast, Washington, DC 20020.

·5· · · · · · · ·If you would like to stay involved,

·6· ·there are several opportunities in the near

·7· ·future to do so.· When this fiscal year is over

·8· ·on September 30, we will begin writing the 2025

·9· ·Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation

10· ·Report, known as the CAPER.· We will host a

11· ·public hearing on December 19th.· We know it is

12· ·close to the holidays, but unfortunately, HUD

13· ·only gives us until December 31st to submit the

14· ·document, so we have to do it over the holidays.

15· ·So please consider joining us on December 19th.

16· ·We will have more details at dhcd.dc.gov.· The

17· ·hearing will be here in the Housing Resource

18· ·Center and there will be an online component.

19· · · · · · · ·Before I end, I saw that Simon had a

20· ·question. Did you have one more thing before I

21· ·end?

22· · · · · · · ·MR. WENTZELL:· Yes.· I was going to
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·1· ·add that hearing to my calendar.· I see that

·2· ·December 18th is a Thursday.· December 19th is a

·3· ·Friday and I wanted to verify whether it was the

·4· ·Thursday, or the 19th, which of those is correct?

·5· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· It is December 18th,

·6· ·Thursday.· And Simon, I'm going to hire you as my

·7· ·volunteer.· So I apologize for that typo.· It is

·8· ·Thursday, December 18th.

·9· · · · · · · ·MR. WENTZELL:· Thank you so much.

10· · · · · · · ·MS. MORROW:· Thank you again.· All

11· ·right.· All right, well, I want to thank everyone

12· ·for coming today.· If you have any questions, in

13· ·the group chat is my email address.· I also have

14· ·cards· ·up· ·here.· · · You· ·can· ·also· ·email

15· ·opm.questions@dc.gov.· Thank you so much for

16· ·attending and having a nice week.

17· · · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter

18· ·went off the record at 1:40 p.m.)
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·1· ·C E R T I F I C A T E

·2· ·This is to certify that the foregoing transcript

·3· ·was duly recorded and accurately transcribed

·4· ·under my direction; further, that said transcript

·5· ·is a true and accurate record of the proceedings;

·6· ·and that I am neither counsel for, related to,

·7· ·nor employed by any of the parties to this action

·8· ·in which this matter was taken; and further that

·9· ·I am not a relative nor an employee of any of the

10· ·parties nor counsel employed by the parties, and

11· ·I am not financially or otherwise interested in

12· ·the outcome of the action.
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19· ·Jasper Wittig
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