STOREFRONT FACADE IMPROVEMENT

A PROGRAM OF THE DC DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DHCD funds highly qualified Community-Based non-profit Organizations (CBOs) to develop
storefront facade improvement projects in low/moderate income retail/commercial areas in
the District. Storefront fagcade improvement enhances the image and overall economic
viability of neighborhood business districts; and spurs new private investment.

How Are Projects Selected?

Typically, participating CBOs select between 10 and
25 storefronts within a “target area”— preferably
concentrated within a few blocks. Projects are selected
based on their compatibility with the specifications and
goals in the agreement between DHCD and the CBOs.

What Type of Funding Is Provided?

Qualified business and/or commercial property owners
receive matching grants for general repairs/
maintenance and for the installation of doors, windows,
signs, storefront systems, awnings, and lighting. The
CBO provides professional design and construction
services throughout the renovation. The phases of
development/construction are: (1) marketing; (2) design
(architect, historic preservation review); (3) pre-
construction; (4) construction; and (5) completion

What Types of Improvements Can | Make?

Exterior Building Repairs

e Exterior painting

e Removing inappropriate or incompatible exterior
finishes and materials

e Restoring exterior finishes and materials

e Recessing/reconfiguring of existing doors and
entrances

e Repairing or replacing existing storefront window systems

e Repairing persistent exterior damage (water damage, rotting wood, etc.)

Signs, Lights, Awnings and Roll-down Grates

e Signs (new, repairing, replacing and removing)

Exterior building and sign lighting

Display area improvements and lighting integral to the facade of the building

Roll-down grate and grate box removal (installation of electronic security systems to replace grates is
typically an allowable expense)

Am | Eligible?

Any property owner or store proprietor/tenant with lease authority or authorization from the owner can
apply for funding (however, refer to program guidelines for ineligible properties). Thefroject site must be
located in the area targeted by CBOs. In most cases, tenants must have a minimum of two years remaining
on their lease or an option to renew. Continued on back page
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e Awnings/canopies (new, repairs, or replacement)
e Appropriate exterior decorative architectural
elements (shutters, parapets, cornices, etc.)

What Are the Design Guidelines?

All projects must be approved by a review commit-
tee and be in accordance with its guidelines. Addi-
tionally, all projects must conform to the District of
Columbia’s Zoning Code, including any Local
Neighborhood Zoning sections.

Do | Need to Contribute to Project Costs?

This is a matching grant program, which means that
applicants pay a small portion of the improvement
project cost and CBOs pay the balance.

When Can | Apply?

You can apply for the program year round as long
as the funding remains available.

How Can | Apply?

Please contact a Community-based Organization (CBO) below, based upon the target area.
Name of CBO Address Contact Person

SB Work 2316 Rhode Island Avenue  John Mains
orks NE, Washington, DC (202) 803-5400
20018 info@sbworksdc.org

SB Works

SB Works offers tailored support to the local small business community—specialized
training, on-demand advisors, experienced consultants, subsidized facade

improvements, and even community project management

Storefront Facade Improvement Program: SB Works coordinate the work of architects,

graphic designers, and contractors to assist in designing and installing a new street presence.
SB Works partner withs DC Facades, a locally owned Certified Business Enterprise. Their

teams have extensive design, project management, and construction experience.

Grant Assistance: SB Works help businesses source, apply for, and win grants, and check

in with them along the way to ensure that their materials are ready and robust.
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Follow us on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/dcdhcd/
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